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Treaty of Versailles

The Treaty of Versailles (1919) was a peace treaty,
which officially ended World War I. It was signed
exactly five years after the assassination of J
Archduke Franz Ferdinand, the smoking gun that ii‘:}“;g“"

triggered the start of the war. Below is a description %V% .
of how the treaty affected Germany

Military e

Germany’s army was reduced to 100,000 men; wbe
the army was not allowed tanks

She was not allowed an air force She was
allowed only 6 naval ships and no submarines.
The Allies created a demilitarized zone (DMZ2)
between Germany and Belgium where no
German soldier or weapon was allowed into
this zone. The Allies were to keep an army of
occupation on the west bank of the Rhine for 15 years.

Political & Financial

There were two vital clauses:

1. Germany had to admit full responsibility for starting the war. This was Clause 231 - the infamous
"War Guilt Clause".

2. Germany, as she was responsible for starting the war as stated in clause 231, was, therefore
responsible for all the war damage caused by the First World War. Therefore, she had to pay
reparations (financial penalties), the bulk of which would go to France and Belgium to pay for the
damage done to the infrastructure of both countries by the war. Reparations would be used to pay
for the damages to be repaired. The amount that Germany owed was not set at Versailles, rather it
was to be determined later. The Germans were told to write a blank check which the Allies would
cash when it suited them. The figure was eventually set so high that the money owed was well
beyond Germany’s ability to pay.

After agreeing to the Armistice (Ceasefire) in November 1918, the Germans thought that they would be
consulted by the Allies on the contents of the Treaty. This did not happen and the Germans were in no
position to continue the war as her army had been completely destroyed. Germany’s leaders were angered
that they had no say in the Treaty of Versailles but there was nothing they could do about it. When German
officials objected to the treaty they were given two choices:

1) Sign the Treaty

2) Be invaded by the Allies.

nnnnnn

Budapest

AUSTRIA-HUNGARY
o

- MM e They signed the treaty, as in reality
EUROPE BY TREATY. 1928 “’Q\SS 'S they had no choice. When the
e ceremony was over, Clemenceau of
& §§ s France went out into the gardens of
i USSR, Versailles and said, "It is a beautiful
....... day_"
;"‘-. Anger rang throughout Germany
‘<' when the terms were made public.
L (0 The Treaty became known as a
e s ' s Diktat (unfair order) as it was being
P ( unnaas eones /\ forced on them and the Germans had

S no choice but to sign it. Many in
Germany did not want the treaty
signed, but the representatives there
knew that they had no choice as

' Germany was incapable of continuing
the war. Years later the issues

. surrounding the Treaty of Versailles

: would be a huge reason for the start

of World War Il.
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