
Today’s goal is to learn about the 
rise and fall of the Berlin Wall  

Reminder: Juniors will miss 30 min of class this 
coming Thursday for your Junior Interviews  

•  Vocab  
•  Notes on the Berlin Wall  
•  I like IKE 



Vocab Words 
Winston Churchill 
(1874-1965): Famous 
British Prime Minister. 
Soldier during Great War 
& Politician during World 
War II 
 
Consensus: A total 
agreement 

Unilateral: One-sided 



The Berlin Blockade 



Winston Churchill: Iron Curtain 

�An Iron Curtain has descended upon 
Europe from the Baltic to the Adriatic� 



The Berlin Blockade 



NATO 
•  North Atlantic Treaty Organization  

•  Founded in 1949 

•  Increased threat of the USSR convinced 
the US & Western Europe that they 
needed to create a defensive alliance 

•  Served as a deterrent to the Communists 
–  Collective Security 
–  An attack on one, an attack on all 



Germany after World War II 



Germany after World War II 



Germany after World War II 





The Soviet Blockade of Berlin 
•  During the Potsdam Conference all parties 

agreed to keep the same currency 
throughout Germany  

•  The West introduced a new currency which 
was seen as a technical violation of the 
agreement 

•  The Soviets used this an an excuse to close 
off all access to West Berlin 

•  Stalin intended to force the West to abandon 
West Berlin 

•  How would the West respond? 





The Berlin Airlift:  
June1948-May 1949 

•  President Truman decided 
to begin supplying Berlin 
with a mammoth airlift 
operation 

•  All supplies needed by 
Berlin (food, coal, etc) had 
to brought in by air 

•  This put the Soviets in a 
position of decided 
whether or not to risk war 
by shooting down the 
American planes 

After nearly one year  
And 300,000 flights  
the Soviets ended the 
Berlin blockade 





Evolution of  
the Wall 

•  As more and more 
people tried to flee to 
the Western side of 
Berlin the Soviets 
began creating a wall 
to stop people from 
leaving.  

 

•  Over the course of 
several years the wall 
began to take form  











Your True Colors Show Over Time  

•  Eventually the failures 
of Communism began 
to wear down the Soviet 
Union forcing them to 
relinquish control over 
many of its territories   

 

•  In 1987 Pres Reagan 
gave his famous “Tear 
down this Wall” speech. 

•  Finally came down in 
1989 



A section of the original wall in Seoul, South Korea 



Chicago, Illinois  Cambridge, MA 



Pieces of the Berlin Wall available for purchase 


