
Cold	
  War	
  Timeline	
  
	
  
Throughout	
  both	
  the	
  Yalta	
  &	
  Potsdam	
  Conferences	
  at	
  the	
  conclusion	
  of	
  World	
  War	
  
II,	
  it	
  became	
  very	
  evident	
  that	
  the	
  United	
  States	
  and	
  the	
  Soviet	
  Union	
  had	
  different	
  
ideas	
  and	
  plans	
  for	
  a	
  post	
  war	
  world.	
  The	
  United	
  States’	
  main	
  goal	
  would	
  be	
  the	
  
spread	
  of	
  democracy	
  and	
  capitalism	
  while	
  the	
  Soviet	
  Union’s	
  main	
  goal	
  would	
  be	
  the	
  
spread	
  of	
  communism.	
  The	
  events	
  that	
  would	
  take	
  place	
  over	
  the	
  next	
  45	
  years	
  
would	
  become	
  known	
  as	
  the	
  Cold	
  War…	
  a	
  continuing	
  state	
  of	
  political	
  conflict,	
  
military	
  tension,	
  and	
  economic	
  competition.	
  
	
  
Many	
  view	
  the	
  year	
  long	
  Berlin	
  Airlift	
  of	
  the	
  late	
  1940’s	
  as	
  the	
  official	
  start	
  of	
  the	
  
Cold	
  War	
  but	
  events,	
  such	
  as,	
  the	
  Truman	
  Doctrine	
  had	
  set	
  this	
  half	
  century	
  event	
  
into	
  motion	
  even	
  before	
  the	
  Soviets	
  had	
  decided	
  to	
  blockade	
  the	
  city.	
  Conversely,	
  
many	
  also	
  view	
  the	
  Fall	
  of	
  the	
  Berlin	
  Wall	
  in	
  the	
  late	
  1980’s	
  as	
  the	
  official	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  
Cold	
  War.	
  In	
  between	
  were	
  a	
  series	
  of	
  events	
  related	
  to	
  this	
  “War”	
  that	
  shaped	
  much	
  
of	
  the	
  modern	
  world.	
  	
  
	
  
Your	
  task	
  will	
  be	
  to	
  create	
  a	
  Cold	
  War	
  Timeline.	
  Below	
  are	
  a	
  series	
  of	
  events	
  that	
  you	
  
must	
  (1)	
  place	
  in	
  chronological	
  order	
  and	
  then	
  (2)	
  write	
  a	
  2-­‐3	
  sentence	
  summary	
  of	
  
the	
  event.	
  You	
  may	
  chose	
  to	
  do	
  this	
  via	
  Power	
  Point,	
  on	
  a	
  sheet	
  of	
  paper	
  or	
  any	
  other	
  
creative	
  way	
  you	
  can	
  think	
  of.	
  All	
  events	
  must	
  be	
  labeled,	
  some	
  may	
  be	
  a	
  single	
  
event	
  or	
  over	
  a	
  multi	
  year	
  period.	
  You	
  can	
  decide	
  how	
  you	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  represent	
  
these.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
Important	
  Cold	
  War	
  Events	
  
Truman	
  Doctrine	
  
Korean	
  War	
  
1984	
  Summer	
  Olympics	
  boycott	
  
Execution	
  of	
  the	
  Rosenbergs	
  
Vietnam	
  War	
  
Senator	
  Joe	
  McCarthy	
  launches	
  his	
  Anti	
  Communist	
  Campaign	
  
Launch	
  of	
  Sputnik	
  	
  
Marshall	
  Plan	
  
Berlin	
  Airlift	
  
1980	
  Summer	
  Olympics	
  boycott	
  
Erection	
  of	
  the	
  Berlin	
  Wall	
  
The	
  Bay	
  of	
  Pigs	
  Invasion	
  
Formation	
  of	
  NATO	
  
Fall	
  of	
  the	
  Berlin	
  Wall	
  
Miracle	
  on	
  Ice-­‐Lake	
  Placid	
  Winter	
  Olympics	
  1980	
  
Cuban	
  Missile	
  Crisis	
  
Strategic	
  Arms	
  Reduction	
  Treaty	
  
1972	
  Summer	
  Olympics-­‐Gold	
  Medal	
  Basketball	
  Game	
  


