
Did you Know? 
 

Starting this year, the school is heavily enforcing the “Late Slip” entry policy. If you 
are more than 10 minutes late to class you will need to go to Student Services to get a 

green admit slip before coming to class.  

Emerging America  
Course Syllabus 

 
Instructor: James Underwood 
Classroom: Room 105 
Phone: (541) 744-5000 
E-mail: james.underwood@springfield.k12.or.us  
Website: http://thurstonhistory.weebly.com 
 
Over the next several months we will be investigating a number of important events in US 
History. From World War I, to the Great Depression to World War II, to the beginning of the 
Cold War, we will be inquiring about a number of historical issues that shaped the United States. 

What are the Classroom Rules and Expectations? 
In order to more fully serve all students, I have three basic rules.  
Come: Because I assign a minimal amount of homework, class time becomes that much more 
important. Being present is the first step to success.  
Listen: Simply coming to class is not enough. Students must be fully engaged for the duration of 
the class in order to maximize their potential. More often than not, homework will be a product of 
not maximizing class time effectively. Thus material we cannot cover in class due to talking or 
lack of focus will be assigned as homework.  
Try: My theory is that simply sitting in class makes you a student as much as sitting in your 
garage makes you a car. You must try! I will never ask students to memorize trivial facts such as 
dates and battles. I will, however, challenge students to think outside the box and explore ideas 
that may be unfamiliar to them in order to help students solidify their own opinions and views of 
the world.  
  

What is the Tardy Policy? Students that are more than 10 minutes late must first report to 
Student Services to get a readmit slip and then report to class. Once a student has reached four (4) 
tardies they must spend a lunch in Mr Underwood’s room. This will happen again for each 
consecutive tardy after the fourth tardy is reached.  
 

What about Electronic Devises? Cell phones, ipods and other electronic devises are to be turned 
off and put away before class starts. Students seen using electronic devises during class will 
receive an automatic zero (0) for the daily participation points. Parents wishing to contact their 
student should call the school’s main office at (541) 744-5000 during class hours.  
 

What Supplies Will I Need for Class? 
Below is a list of supplies students will need to have for this class:  

• Pens/Pencils 
• Colored Pencils 
• 70-Page Spiral Notebook  
• Headphones for Independent Work  



If you would like a copy of the syllabus for your records please go to the class 
website listed at the top of the first page to download a copy. 

Did you Know? 
 

Your oral assessment score is worth 10% of your total grade. The purpose of this grade 
is to make sure students are actively engaged in the class and the material, thus students 

who are nervous about talking in front of the class are more than welcome to discuss 
with the teacher one-on-one about topics covered in class.  

 
 
How does one earn points? 
Journals & Assignments (35%): This class will involve a lot of reading and writing. Much of 
the work will be done in the students’ journals which will be collected every couple of weeks.  

Geography Skills (15%): Every unit will begin with a geography assignment. Students are 
expected to label and color their maps and will be given daily quizzes to check their completion 
of these assignments. 

Unit Tests & Projects (20%) Every unit will end with an assessment. This can either be a unit 
test or a project. As long as students have all of their assignments turned in for the unit they will 
be allowed multiple opportunities to make up a low test or project score.  

Oral Assessments (10%): Every week students are credited with an oral assessment grade based 
on their involvement in class. Such things as volunteering to read, asking and answering 
questions, as well as being engaged in classroom discussions are things that will help a student 
maximize their participation grade. Students must be willing to speak out loud if they are going to 
be successful in this class. Talking when the teacher is talking, using electronic devises and not 
following directions will result in the lowering of a student’s oral assessment grade.  

Quizzes (10%): Quizzes can be both announced and unannounced. More often the point of a quiz 
is to help the instructor evaluate the classes’ understanding of the current content.  

Final Exam (10%): The final exam will either be a cumulative assessment or a final project 
depending on how much time we have at the end of the semester.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Respect for Diversity: 
It is my policy to support and value diversity.  To do so requires that we:  

• respect the dignity and essential worth of all individuals.  
• respect the privacy, property, and freedom of others.  
• reject bigotry, discrimination, violence, or intimidation of any kind.  
• practice personal and academic integrity and expect it from others.  
• promote the diversity of opinions and backgrounds which is the lifeblood of this class. 

 
 
 
I have read the above syllabus and will contact the instructor if I have any further questions 
 

______________________________  ____________________________ 
  (Parent/Guardian Name)        (Parent/Guardian Signature) 
 

______________________________  ____________________________ 
       (Student Name)    (Student Signature) 


