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The Hawaiian islands have produced many famous 
americans. From musicians like Bruno Mars and Jack 
Johnson to athletes such as Marcus Mariota to our 
president Barrack Obama, there is a long list of individuals 
from our fiftieth state that that have influenced our country 
and the world. One up and coming star, however, may one 
day join our commander and chief on the short list of 
influential and powerful politicians from the Aloha State. 

Tulsi Gabbard, spent her life growing up in beautiful 
Hawai‘i. As a teenager, she co-founded an environmental 
non-profit called Healthy Hawai’i Coalition, focused on 
educating children about protecting Hawaii’s environment. 
An advocate for environmental policy, Tulsi was elected to 
the Hawai‘i State Legislature in 2002 when she was just 21 
years old, becoming not only the youngest female but also 
the person ever elected to a major state political position. 

A year later, Tulsi joined the Army National Guard to serve Hawai‘i and her country. In 2004, 
Tulsi volunteered to deploy with her fellow soldiers, becoming the first state official to voluntarily 
step down from public office to serve in a war zone. In fact, Tulsi served two tours of duty in the 
Middle East. Tulsi’s 2005 deployment was a 12-month tour at Logistical Support Area Anaconda 
in Iraq, where she served in a field medical unit as a specialist with a 29th Support Battalion 
medical company. She was awarded the Meritorious Service Medal at the end of this tour.

In 2010, Tulsi was elected to the Honolulu City Council, serving as Chair of the Safety, 
Economic Development, and Government Affairs Committee and Vice Chair of the Budget 
Committee. In 2011, she visited Indonesia as part of a peacekeeping training with the 
Indonesian Army. Tulsi was elected in 2012 to the United States House of Representatives, 
serving Hawaii’s 2nd District. She is one of the first two female combat veterans to ever serve in 
the U.S. Congress, and also its first and only Hindu member.

Please answer in the “Current Events” 
Section of your journal. 

1) Who is Tulsi Gabbard? 

2) What are some things about Tulsi Gabbard that 
make her unique for an elected official?

3) Do you think it is important for a political 
representative to have served in the United States 
military? Why do you think some individuals 
believe this should be a requirement for those that 
want hold the highest offices (President & Vice 
President) of the United States? 


