
Warm-up Activity (1/22) 

1. Work Camp  

2. Concentration Camp  

3. Extermination Camp 

In your own words please giving a 
“working definition” to the following words. 



Vocab Words 
Habeas corpus: Requires a 
person under arrest to be 
brought before a judge… Can 
only be imprisoned on lawful 
grounds

5th Amendment: imposes 
restrictions on the Gov’s 
prosecution of persons accused 
of crimes. Mandates due 
process of law. Prohibits self-
incrimination & double jeopardy  



Japanese Americans = JA



Lesson Disclaimer

This lesson 
will contain 

some Mature 
topics! 



Response to Pearl Harbor
1942-1946



• Major anti-Japanese 
hysteria in U.S after the 
attack on Pearl Harbor   

• U.S. authorities 
expected Japan to 
attack the West Coast 

• Belief was that any 
Japanese in the U.S. 
could be a spy



• In response Prez 
Roosevelt signed 
Executive Order 9066 
in 1942. 

• Stated all Japanese 
regardless of 
citizenship, age, 
gender, place of birth 
were to be taken into 
custody and “interned.”



About 120,000 Japanese Americans from 
the West Coast were forced to leave their 

homes and businesses.







Most were U.S 
citizens. 

Camps were hastily 
built & located in 
bleak deserts.   

Families were 
crowded together in 
often flimsy  housing 
w/ no running water.Barbed wire & armed  

guards surrounded         
each camp.

What does this 
picture remind 

you of?







1942 Train headed to 
Aushwitz, Poland



1942 Train headed to    
Topaz, Utah



Majdanek Death Camp (Poland)



Granada Relocation Center (Colorado)







“We struggled 
with the heat, the 
sandstorms , the 
scorpions, the 
rattlesnakes, the 
confusion, the 
overcrowded 
barracks, and the 
lack of privacy.”



Residents established schools, churches, 
recreational centers, newspapers & their    

own camp governments



Over 16,000 young 
Japanese American 
men in the camps 
volunteered for  
military service.   
(Most were only 
allowed to serve in the 
European Theatre)



Eventually, the camps were closed              
and people were set free 

Many still faced racism when they tried            
to find jobs and new homes. 



In 1988, Congress passed 
legislation that gave $20,000 to 
every Japanese American who 

had been interned in the camps.   

In signing House Bill 442, 
Reagan said, “We are here to 

right a grave wrong….It is not for 
us to pass judgment on those 

who made mistakes. And yet the 
internment was just that– a 

mistake.”   
The first payments were made to 
those 80 years and older in 1990 
accompanied with a formal letter 

of apology.



Executive Order 9066 (1/22)
Please read the article and then answer the 

questions below on the last page of the article  


