
Lead Up to World War I Guided Reading
Part 1: Vocabulary 
Nationalism: 

Militarism : 

Smoking Gun: 

Part 2: Election of 1912 (Page 398) 
Who were main three candidates in the 1912 Election? What parties did they represent and 
what were some of their platforms? Who won and why. 

Party 1: 

Party 2: 

Party 3: 

Outcome of the 1912 Election: 

Part 2: The Great War Begins (Page 414) 
Explain what single event is credited as the “Smoking Gun: of World War I. Then explain how 
Imperialism, Militarism and Nationalism contributed to the break out of the war. 
Smoking Gun: 

Imperialism Militarism Nationalism 

Name: ________________________ Period_________



What countries were known as the “Allies?” What countries were known as the “Central Powers” 
during the Great War?
             Allies                              Central Powers

What is a stalemate? Explain what factors (provide at least 2) contributed to the phenomenon 
known as “stalemates”. 

What country was the first to use “Chemical” warfare during the Great War? What type of gas 
was used and how did it effect the body? What safeguard was created to protect against 
chemical warfare? 

Explain and give examples of who many Americans felt about the start of the war? What was 
the main reasons, however, the United States wanted to stay neutral during the Great War? 

Explain in detail what the “Preparedness Movement” was. 

Explain what the Zimmerman Note was and why it eventually led the US to join the war. 
(page 423)


