
The	
  A&ack	
  on	
  Pearl	
  Harbor	
  
December	
  	
  7,	
  1941	
  

“A	
  date	
  which	
  will	
  live	
  in	
  infamy.”	
  



Paris	
  Peace	
  Conference:	
  conference	
  
called	
  to	
  establish	
  the	
  terms	
  of	
  the	
  peace	
  a8er	
  
World	
  War	
  I	
  including	
  the	
  Treaty	
  of	
  Versailles	
  
and	
  the	
  League	
  of	
  NaBons	
  

“A	
  date	
  which	
  will	
  live	
  in	
  infamy.”	
  

Indochina:	
  19th	
  century	
  term	
  referring	
  to	
  
the	
  region	
  now	
  known	
  as	
  Southeast	
  Asia.	
  	
  

Embargo:	
  an	
  official	
  ban	
  on	
  trade	
  or	
  other	
  
commercial	
  acBvity	
  with	
  a	
  parBcular	
  country.	
  

Vocab,	
  1941	
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“Need-­‐to-­‐Knows”	
  

*	
  Date:	
  Dec	
  7,	
  1941	
  

*	
  LocaEon:	
  Oahu,	
  Hawaii	
  Territory	
  

*	
  Results:	
  11)	
  Japanese	
  major	
  victory	
  	
  	
  
	
   	
  2.)	
  U.S.	
  DeclaraJon	
  of	
  War	
  on	
  Japan	
  	
  	
  
	
   	
  3.)	
  Germany	
  &Italy	
  Declare	
  War	
  on	
  the	
  U.S.	
  	
  
	
   	
  4.)	
  U.S.	
  Declares	
  War	
  on	
  Germany	
  and	
  

Italy	
  



Background:	
  Paris	
  Peace	
  Conference	
  

Japan	
  had	
  tried	
  to	
  include	
  a	
  clause	
  on	
  racial	
  
equality,	
  but	
  leaders	
  of	
  the	
  western	
  powers,	
  
Including	
  Prez	
  Wilson	
  were	
  unwilling	
  to	
  support	
  	
  	
  	
  
its	
  inclusion	
  



1.)	
  	
  1933,	
  Japan	
  withdrew	
  from	
  the	
  League	
  of	
  
NaEons…	
  upset	
  with	
  what	
  believed	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  double	
  
standard	
  

2.)	
  	
  1937,	
  the	
  second	
  Sino-­‐Japanese	
  War	
  broke	
  out	
  
and	
  Japan	
  took	
  much	
  of	
  East	
  China	
  

Japanese	
  Aggression	
  	
  	
  

3.)	
  Japan	
  Occupies	
  French	
  Indochina	
  (Sept.	
  1940),	
  	
  



The	
  U.S	
  &	
  G.B	
  reacted	
  with	
  an	
  
embargo	
  of	
  fuel,	
  oil,	
  and	
  medal	
  

towards	
  Japan	
  



Why	
  a&ack	
  Pearl	
  Harbor?	
  

•  The	
  ENTIRE	
  US	
  Pacific	
  fleet	
  was	
  staJoned	
  
at	
  Pearl	
  Harbor	
  	
  

•  Felt	
  that	
  if	
  they	
  could	
  cripple	
  the	
  US,	
  it	
  
would	
  allow	
  them	
  to	
  move	
  freely	
  
throughout	
  the	
  Pacific	
  ocean!	
  	
  





The	
  A&ack!	
  



The	
  A&ack!	
  

Morning	
  of	
  Dec.	
  7,	
  
183	
  torpedo	
  
bombers	
  took	
  	
  	
  
off	
  from	
  the	
  
Japanese	
  fleet	
  	
  



The	
  Japanese	
  a&acked	
  in	
  two	
  waves	
  	
  



but	
  was	
  misidenJfied	
  as	
  
USAAF	
  bombers	
  arriving	
  

from	
  the	
  American	
  
mainland!	
  	
  

First	
  wave	
  was	
  detected	
  
by	
  Army	
  radar,	
  	
  



Ba&leship	
  
Row	
  	
  

Outside	
  of	
  Ford	
  
Island,	
  Pearl	
  

Harbor	
  



USS	
  Arizona	
  



Bombing	
  of	
  Wheeler	
  Field	
  





Ford	
  
Island	
  



USS	
  Arizona	
  Memorial	
  









FDR	
  Responds	
  to	
  Pearl	
  Harbor	
  
“Yesterday,	
  December	
  7,	
  1941	
  –	
  	
  a	
  date	
  which	
  will	
  live	
  in	
  infamy	
  –	
  the	
  United	
  States	
  of	
  
America	
  was	
  suddenly	
  and	
  deliberately	
  adacked	
  by	
  naval	
  and	
  air	
  forces	
  of	
  the	
  Empire	
  of	
  
Japan.	
  The	
  United	
  States	
  was	
  at	
  peace	
  with	
  that	
  naJon,	
  and,	
  at	
  the	
  solicitaJon	
  of	
  Japan,	
  
was	
  sJll	
  in	
  conversaJon	
  with	
  its	
  government	
  and	
  its	
  emperor	
  looking	
  toward	
  the	
  
maintenance	
  of	
  peace	
  in	
  the	
  Pacific.	
  Indeed,	
  one	
  hour	
  aeer	
  Japanese	
  air	
  squadrons	
  had	
  
commenced	
  bombing	
  in	
  the	
  American	
  island	
  of	
  Oahu,	
  the	
  Japanese	
  ambassador	
  to	
  the	
  
United	
  States	
  and	
  his	
  colleague	
  delivered	
  to	
  our	
  secretary	
  of	
  state	
  a	
  formal	
  reply	
  to	
  a	
  
recent	
  American	
  message.	
  While	
  this	
  reply	
  stated	
  that	
  it	
  seemed	
  useless	
  to	
  conJnue	
  the	
  
exisJng	
  diplomaJc	
  negoJaJons,	
  it	
  contained	
  no	
  threat	
  or	
  hint	
  of	
  war	
  or	
  armed	
  adack.	
  It	
  
will	
  be	
  recorded	
  that	
  the	
  distance	
  of	
  Hawaii	
  from	
  Japan	
  makes	
  it	
  obvious	
  that	
  the	
  adack	
  
was	
  deliberately	
  planned	
  many	
  days	
  or	
  even	
  weeks	
  ago.	
  During	
  the	
  intervening	
  Jme	
  the	
  
Japanese	
  government	
  has	
  deliberately	
  sought	
  to	
  deceive	
  the	
  United	
  States	
  by	
  false	
  
statements	
  and	
  expressions	
  of	
  hope	
  for	
  conJnued	
  peace.	
  The	
  adack	
  yesterday	
  on	
  the	
  
Hawaiian	
  Islands	
  has	
  caused	
  severe	
  damage	
  to	
  American	
  naval	
  and	
  military	
  forces.	
  I	
  regret	
  
to	
  tell	
  you	
  that	
  very	
  many	
  American	
  lives	
  have	
  been	
  lost.”	
  –	
  FDR,	
  Dec.	
  8,	
  1941	
  

Did	
  You	
  Know?	
  The	
  single	
  vote	
  against	
  Congress's	
  declaraJon	
  of	
  war	
  came	
  from	
  Rep.	
  
Jeanne&e	
  Rankin	
  of	
  Montana.	
  Rankin	
  was	
  a	
  pacifist	
  who	
  had	
  also	
  voted	
  against	
  the	
  
American	
  entrance	
  into	
  World	
  War	
  I.	
  “As	
  a	
  woman,”	
  she	
  said,	
  “I	
  can’t	
  go	
  to	
  war,	
  and	
  I	
  
refuse	
  to	
  send	
  anyone	
  else.”	
  


