Today’s Goal is to begin learning
about American Culture in the
late 1940’s and 1950’'s

* US History Pre-Test
« Time to Color Maps (pg 956)
» Lecture: Post War America

Reminder: You will need a 70
page spiral by this Friday
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THE POSTWAR
BOOM

THE AMERICAN DREAM
IN THE late 1940's & 50’s



POSTWAR AMERICA

= After WWII, returning
vets faced a severe
housing shortage

= In response to the crisis,
develolgers used
assembly-line methods
to mass-produce houses

= Developer William Levitt
bragged that his |
company could build a many veterans moved into
home in 16 minutes for suburbs
$7,000

= Suburbs were born




THE SUBURBAN LIFESTYLE

The American Dream complete with
a white picket fence

Most Americans worked in
cities, but fewer and fewer
of them lived there

New highways and the
affordability of cars and
gasoline made commuting
possible

Of 13 million homes built
in the 1950s, 85% were
built in suburbs

For many, the suburbs
were the American Dream












We Can Do lt!

WAR PRODUCTION CO-ORDINATING COMMITTEE

REDEFINING
THE FAMILY

A return to traditional
roles after the war was
the norm

Men were expected to
work, while women were
expected to stay home
and care for the children

Conflict emerged as many
women wanted to stay in
the workforce

Divorce rates surged
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1 During the

B 1950s, the role
. of homemaker

-~ and mother was
L glorified in

* popular
magazines,
movies and

o television







1950's... The Golden Age?
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Depends on who you ask!









June 10 1963: John F. Kennedy 5|gns the Equal Pay Act
into law. Almost five decades later, men's and women's
salaries have yet to reach parity.






SOCIAL UNREST
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= After WWII ended,
Americans turned
their attention to
their families and
jobs

= By the end of the
1950s, Americans
were enjoying the

Ozzie and Harriet reflected

hig hest standard of the perfect American family
living in the world



SOCIAL CONFORMITY

THE ENEMY IS = American workers found
& themselves becoming
standardized

= Called the “Organization
Man,” the modern worker
struggled with a loss of
individualism

= Businesses did not want
creative thinkers, rebels
or anyone that would
“rock the boat”




FRANCHISES EMERGE

= Another strategy for
business expansion
was franchising

= A franchise is a
company that offers
similar services in

many locations ) e
= Fast food restaurants McDonald’ s is one of
developed the first the leading franchises
in the world

franchises in America









TV in the 1950’s




And then along came Rock & Roll

= Rock & Roll
symbolized a
youth movement
to rebel against
“conformity”




© rRock N’ ROLL

= In the early and mid-fifties, Richard
Penniman, Chuck Berry, Bill Haley and
the Comets, and especially Elvis Presley
brought rock and roll to the forefront

= The driving rhythm and lyrics featuring
love, cars,
and problems
of being
young ---
captivated
teenagers
across the
country




THE KING OF ROCK AND

= Presley’s
rebellious style
captured young
audiences

= Girls screamed
and fainted,
and boys tried
to imitate him



