
Mr Underwood’s American Progressivism Project 
Progressivism is defined as the support for or advocacy of improving society by reform. What does that 
mean? It means a progressive is always trying to make our society a better place for all individuals. 
This can be accomplished by, 1) helping those in need, 2) changing policies that harm individuals, 3) 
creating cultural changes in the way we act and think or 4) spreading useful information so people can 
make more informed decisions in their lives. 
Your project is to create change at Thurston High or in our community. This project is worth 10% of your 
final grade. Below are the step by step requirements you will need to accomplish in order to maximize 
your score on this project. Please remember if steps 1-4 have not been submitted by midterms then 
you will receive a “0” until they have been submitted. Final completion of this project needs to happen 
before the end of the semester.

You will be submitting your write up to me via Google Drive. Supporting documents such as picture of 
the event, letters created, petitions, etc can also be submitted using google drive. 

Steps 1-4 need to be completed by: ____________________

Final completion needs to happen by: __________________

Mr Underwood’s email is: thshalloffame@gmail.com 

1) Project Name (5pts): Give your project a name that explains what you will be seeking to change. 
      

      Example: “Off Campus for All” or “The Harry Potter Club” 

2) Group Members Names (5pts) : Please be sure to include first and last names and periods 

3) Project Proposal (5pts): This should a 3-4 sentence pitch of your project idea. Included in this 
should be how this project will benefit our school or community (look at the definition in the first 
paragraph). Your proposal should also include the action you plan on taking. 

      

      Example: The goal of our project is create awareness about social media safety. This project will 
      address the third part of progressivism (Creating a cultural change in the way we act and think) by 
      informing students about what safe practices they should be considering when using social media. 
     Our plan is to create a 10 slide presentation that will run during lunch on Cult Vision in the cafeteria. 

Please remember sections 1-4 must be 
submitted and approved by Mr Underwood 

before groups are allowed to proceed. 



4) Background Information (10pts): This section should be between a half to full page in length. 
Each project is going look different in the background information gathered. One project might look 
at the history and rational of a certain policy (ie Off Campus Lunch, Paid Parking Spots) while 
another project might be looking on the internet to see what other schools have done. You may also 
include such things as notes from people you have interviewed or website links to research done.   

      

      Example: In our folder you will see an email we sent to Dr Towe with questions we asked him about 
      the parking lot. You will also see that we researched three important measurements. First we 
      researched the width of an average truck. Second we measured the width of an average parking lot 
      space. Third we measured our parking lot to see how it compares. We also counted the number of 
      trucks in our parking lot over a three day period and found out on average we have 58 trucks on 
      campus per day. 

5) Project Timeline (5pts): You will need to create 3-5 deadlines and dates for your project. This 
section does not have to be in paragraph form. Included in this section, however, should be the 
estimated completion date of your project. You may also want to include any other appropriate 
dates that will help you complete your project. 

      

      Example: Friday 10/26 Finish background research 
          Thursday 11/1 Email Mr Underwood proposal 

           Friday 11/9 Complete all research on Safe Driving statistics 
          Friday 11/16 Finish 10 posters and hang them up around school 
          Friday 11/30 Take down Safe Driving Posters 

6) The Project (50pts): In this section you will simply provide evidence that you completed your 
project. This can come in the form of pictures or a video from your event, a copy of the letter you 
submitted, a scanned version of the petition, a link to your presentation, etc. 

     Example: Pleasbmbe see the attached link to our teacher appreciation video. 
           https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nm1bHLuUf5c 

7) Reflection (20pts): In this section you will look back on your completed project. You will need to 
answer a series of questions (provided at a later date) about your project. Included in this will be 
such questions as what went well with your project, what were some challenges you faced, what is 
the lasting impact of your project and do you think this is a project that needs to be continued. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nm1bHLuUf5c

