
In your own words write down a 
“working definition” for the 

following words  

1)  Rural  
2)  2) Suburban  
3)  3) Urban 

Be sure to write in complete sentences if 
you want credit 



Vocab Words 
Rural, Suburban & Urban 

Urbanize: To develop into a city 



 The Samurai 

Japanese samurai in armor, 1860’s 



What is a Samurai? 
•  A well-trained and highly skilled 

warrior 
 
•  A servant.  Samurai literally 

means “one who serves.”   
 
•  A member of the elite class. 
 
•  One whose life is ruled by 

Bushido. Bushido is the samurai 
code of honor. 



 History of the Samurai 
(500 AD) 

•  Japanese nobles gave land to 
warriors who agreed to fight for them 
and protect their lands 

 
•  These warriors became known as 

Samurai 
 
•  From the 12th to the 18th centuries, 

they were the most powerful group in 
the country 



Armor 

Armor was flexible and 
multi-colored.  
 
It’s purpose was to 
intimidate one’s enemy. 



Armor continued 
•  Often put clan symbols 

and other decorations 
on their helmets. 

•  Some included metal 
masks bearing 
intimidating devil faces 
with mustaches made 
from horsehair. 



Weapons 

From left to right:  
katana, wakizashi, and tanto 

The Samurai had 
four main weapons: 

1. Swords 
2. Lances 
3. Bows 
4. Guns 



Training 
•  Martial Arts 
 
•  Swordsmanship 
 
•  Military Skills 
 
•  Literature 
 
•  History 
 
•  Art 



Fact or Fiction? 

From left to right:  
katana, wakizashi, and tanto 

The Japanese are 
considered the best sword 
makers in history. 

Fact 



Fact or Fiction? 

From left to right:  
katana, wakizashi, and tanto 

The swords were so sharp 
that a skilled swordsmen 
could slice a human in half 
with one blow. 

Fact 



Bushido:  
The Way of the Warrior 

The Samurai placed great 
value on courage, honor, 
self-discipline and putting 
the needs of others in front 
of your own. 



Bushido:  
The Way of the Warrior 

•  The first duty of a samurai 
was loyalty to his lord.  

 
•  Should the honor of one’s 

master be tarnished, or 
his master killed, a 
samurai was required to 
seek out and kill those 
responsible. 



Seppuku 
•  Samurai committed 

Seppuku if they violated 
Bushido.  

 
•  A way of restoring honor 

to your lord or family, 
even if he had failed as 
a samurai.  

 



End of the Samurai 
Two factors led to the end of samurai:  

1) The urbanization of Japan  

2) The end of isolationism.  



End of the Samurai 
Finally, in 1876, the emperor banned samurai 
from wearing their swords and showing any 

public markings of being Samurai. 


